
 

The Doorway to Wisdom is Humility 

One Year Wisdom Challenge for Pastor’s Wives #4 

 

I am more convinced that in the days to come, the people we lead will be looking to us for 

wisdom and discernment. Ladies, we need to get serious about accessing God ’s wisdom for our 

times. People are counting on us to be able to speak with wisdom, knowledge and insight based 

on scriptural principles. I passionately believe we are heading into a time of even greater national 

unrest, confusion and exceedingly high levels of disinformation being dispensed from various 

sources. How will we know what is truth and what is lie? How will we discern God ’s plans and 

directives for our churches? Wisdom. But there’s a catch. 

King Solomon, the author of Proverbs, teaches us in chapter 9, that there is a condition to be met 

if we want to access God’s wisdom. The requirement is that we enter through the door of 

humility. No matter how many years you’ve been in ministry, NONE of us have ever navigated 

the waters in which we are currently immersed culturally. So, whatever we think we know, 

whatever systems and plans we’ve used in the past, God is doing something completely different 

right now within the body of Christ.  

Humility will be required for us to pray, “God, where are you working right now, what are you 

blessing and how do I guide my people into joining you in your work? I don’t want to run 

programs and maintain systems. I want to move with your Spirit.” So, let’s look briefly at what 

Solomon teaches here about the strong connection between wisdom and humility. I see three 

main ideas, perhaps you will see different ones. Read the passage. Let God speak to you and 

THEN read my take on it. 

“Wisdom has built her house; she has carved its seven columns.2 She has prepared a great 
banquet, mixed the wines, and set the table.3 She has sent her servants to invite everyone to 
come. She calls out from the heights overlooking the city.4 “Come in with me,” she urges the 

simple. To those who lack good judgment, she says,5 “Come, eat my food, and drink the wine I 
have mixed.6 Leave your simple ways behind, and begin to live; learn to use good 

judgment.”7 Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get an insult in return.  Anyone who corrects the 
wicked will get hurt.8 So don’t bother correcting mockers; they will only hate you. But correct 
the wise, and they will love you.9 Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the 

righteous, and they will learn even more,” Proverbs 9:1-10 NLT. 
 

Here’s what God revealed to me in this passage. As I said, it may be quite different than what he 
speaks to you so only use my ideas as a launch pad. First, Solomon turns the abstract of wisdom 
into a woman to help us better understand the idea. From her, I extracted two ideas about the 

symbiotic relationship between wisdom and humility. After wisdom speaks, Solomon speaks to 
the reader directly. That is where I found my third point. So, here they are. 

 



Wise pastor’s wives recognize that there are important kingdom things to know that they 

do not know right now. 

The phrase that wisdom uses in verse four is an invitation to “those who lack judgement.” When 
I first read that phrase, I blew it off. “I have good judgement,” I thought to myself. Generally, 

that is true. However, when’s the last time I experienced the confusion and fear of a pandemic 
simultaneous with the most challenging and confusing presidential race I’ve ever lived through? 
Um, that would be never. So, is it possible, I might lack some insight and judgement for the 

situation my ministries are facing right now? Honestly, godly people I respect are saying that our 
country has not been as divided as it is right now, since the Civil War. We’ve not personally 

lived through ANYTHING like this before. It seems likely that rather than blowing off 
Wisdom’s invitation to come and gain some greater judgement for our current situations, we 
need to humble ourselves and say, “I do not have all the knowledge, insight and skills I need to 

the challenges facing my ministry right now.” God and his Spirit will instruct us and guide us to 
people and resources we need to gain the necessary wisdom, but we are going to have to humble 

ourselves and admit there is stuff we don’t know and understand right now. And we may need to 
admit that to some of our people, assuring them that we are seeking wisdom and confident God 
will provide it. 

 

Wise pastor’s wives will accept the fact that they will probably have to relegate some 

current paradigms, methods, and routines to the past and walk into the new things God is 

offering. 

In verse 6, Wisdom instructs us to “leave simple ways behind.” Listen darlings, what was cutting 

edge, effective and powerful in 2019 and even 2020 may be useless in 2021. Those who 

recognize this will be able to keep their churches in the river of what God is doing NOW. Those 

who ignore this idea will be building monuments to where God used to move. I struggle horribly 

with change sometimes and I am sympathetic to your frustration. We pour so much passion and 

time into creating a ministry or designing methods for how a ministry runs, how to disciple our 

people, win the lost, all of it. To now say, “Sorry, that there’s not what’s gonna work anymore to 

your church staff and volunteers,” is so hard. And I will tell you, if you are not humble and quiet 

before God, you can simply run programs for years before you realize God ’s presence departed 

from them long ago. You must fear God’s displeasure more than man’s. 

It is absolutely vital that you lay all your areas of ministry and responsibility before God today 

and say, “What now, God. How do we go forward with you?”  Probably many things he may 

give you a peace about leaving as they are for now. BUT do not resist him on changing those 

things he will point out to you in your quiet times with him.  Remember, movement not 

monuments. 

Wise Pastor’s Wives Appreciate Correction Regardless of Its Form or Source 

Solomon tells us in verses 7-10 that it’s scoffers and the wicked who don’t receive correction. 

Blunt language. He says, “Correct the wise and they will love you.” Man, I want to keep growing 

in that area. Cause here’s the thing I’ve noticed. Quite often, God will use the donkeys in our 

churches to bring correction to pastoral staff just like he did with Balaam. In my life, when I’ve 

walked with a tender heart and humble spirit, God tends to correct me through kind, loving 



people. During the seasons when I thought I was all that and a bag of chips, he used donkeys. 

Took me many years to figure that out.  

Do NOT discount the words of your biggest critics right now. I am not excusing their lack of 

grace, love, and timing. They might need a come to Jesus with you and your husband or 

something if they are just chronically injecting unloving criticism into your ministry. 

HOWEVER, do not just blow off what they are saying. Most likely there is a nugget of truth in 

there God wants you to extract. Satan means to defeat you and destroy you through ungodly 

criticism. Throw that plan right back in his face by forgiving the person and dealing with them 

lovingly, face to face. Then, humbly, privately, ask God to show you if there is any truth about 

yourself that he wants you to know. 

God will come near humble pastors and their wives. He will equip them with all the wisdom they 

need for these confusing, yet exciting times. A Great Awakening is upon us sisters! People are 

waking up to the realities of good and evil in fresh ways. Are we ready for the harvest God wants 

to entrust to our ministry, our church? Wise up by humbling yourselves.  

 


